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An Episcopalian with Unitarian Tendencies 

Michael Busch 
Before becoming an Episcopalian I was a 

member of the First Unitarian Congregation of     

Toronto. During the Sunday service of the Unitar-

ian church a member of the congregation volun-

teers to give a testimonial about his or her experi-

ence as a Unitarian. This brief article is intended to 

be my    testimonial as an Episcopalian because it is 

through Unitarianism that I became an Episcopa-

lian.  

Unitarianism dates back to the Reformation 

when a group of theologians rejected Trinitarian  

doctrine in favor of the unity of God, the humanity 

of Jesus, and personal religious responsibility.  

Today the church is essentially a group of 

religious and secular humanists and is no longer   

exclusively Christian. All members accept a set of 

seven common principles:  

1. The inherent worth and dignity of every 

person. 

2. Justice, equity and compassion in human 

relations.  

3. Acceptance of one another and              

encouragement to spiritual growth in our 

congregations. 

4. A free and responsible search for truth 

and meaning. 

5. The right of conscience and the use of 

the democratic process within our              

congregations and in society at large. 

6. The goal of world community with 

peace, liberty, and justice for all.  

7. Respect for the interdependent web of 

all existence of which we are a part. 

In addition to these principles, members 

are encouraged to educate themselves and develop 

their own beliefs about the nature of God, relation-

ships with others, and society at large. Members 

determine their own ministry and for many this 

means          participation in social justice causes. 

My own encounter with Unitarianism 

came, coincidentally, at about the same time I first 

walked into a Episcopal church in Williamsburg, 

Virginia. In 1987 I joined a cycling group to ride 

my bike across the US. One of my friends in the 

cycling group was a Unitarian who told me about 

his church. The day before the trip began, I went by 

an historic Episcopal church (“George Washington 

worshipped here.”) and decided to go in. The only 

thing I remember about the Episcopal service was 

being impressed by the prayers of the people and 

the woman sitting next to me who had apparently 

memorized the entire prayer book. Nothing in my 

childhood experience as a   Baptist prepared me for 

what I observed that day.  

For several years after the bike trip I           

occasionally attended Unitarian and Episcopal 

churches as well as practicing Buddhist meditation 

at a Japanese zendo. When I moved to Toronto for     

graduate school and decided to join a church for the 

first time as an adult, I debated between the Angli-

cans and Unitarians. I asked myself where I felt 

more   comfortable intellectually, so I decided to 

join the  Unitarian church. 

I was an active member for about two years 

before I began to feel that something was missing. 

Even though I liked the Sunday service and the       

intellectual atmosphere of the congregation, it was 

hard to define my relationship with God and find a 

meaningful spiritual practice. With Unitarianism 

every approach to anything religious or spiritual 

became an intellectual proposition. There was also a 

lack of focus, both in myself and the activities of the 

church, in terms of establishing a relationship to 

God. 

Eventually, I decided to give the Anglican 

church a try. At this point my perspective on relig-

ion was more informed. I was no longer distracted 

by  conservative evangelical politics because I now 

knew a liberal tradition had existed in the Christian 

church since its beginnings.  

After joining the Anglican church in my 

neighborhood, my life gradually became trans-

formed. Anglicanism provided a spiritual practice 

through its liturgy and prayer book. I discovered a 

new form of meditation in reading prayers out loud. 

And in the repetition of the two commandments 

“love God with all your heart” and „love your 

neighbor as yourself,” I was given a practical direc-

tion in my everyday life.  

I believe I would not have become an         

Anglican without first becoming a Unitarian. As a  

Unitarian I was encouraged to pursue “a free and    

responsible search for truth and meaning” even if 

this meant leaving the Unitarian church. I became a       

Anglican because I learned from reading Unitarian 

history that Christianity, in addition to its dark his-

tory of cultural repression, also had followers with a 

long history of openness, tolerance, rationalism, and       

empathy for others less fortunate. I saw these values 

in the Anglican church, and when I came to know 

the liturgy as a transcendental experience, it was a 

simple decision to be baptized and join an Anglican          

community.  

In closing, today I am Episcopalian with    

Unitarian tendencies because I am a religious hu-

manist who sees the humanity of Jesus and tries to 

live as he has taught. I still affirm Unitarian princi-

ples while, at the same time, being “marked as 

Christ‟s own         forever.” 
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S E N I O R  W A R D E N  N O T E S  
April 2010 

“We can no longer assume that everyone has been 

baptized, much less formed into the full stature and 

maturity of Christ.  For too long we have thought that 

the mission field was in some far distant land; in fact, 

the mission field begins right outside your own front 

door.” 

“Moreover, we have thought that such a mission field 

was the sole responsibility of trained professionals, 

missionaries.  That era has passed.  In the 21st Century 

every congregation must become missional minded 

and every member is a missionary.” 

The above was spoken by our Bishop Todd Ousley at 

a recent diocesan leadership workshop and re-

printed in our bulletin insert this past Sunday.  As we 

move forward and begin our efforts to create a 2020 

Vision Statement, we must take into consideration 

Bishop Todd’s words. 

What is Trinity’s mission?  (What are we doing as a 

faith community to make a difference in the local 

community?)  Where do we see our mission field?  

(What are we doing to support the needs of those 

living within the community?)  Are we as individuals, 

missional?  (What does it mean to be missional?)  If 

we are not already, how do we become missional?  

These and many other questions will need to be an-

swered as we move forward. 

We must also understand and realize that we cannot 

and will not be the answer to everyone’s concerns 

and needs, but we can be vigilant in doing the best 

we can to Love and Serve others.  We need to look 

around our community, reach out, and see where 

Trinity can fit best. 

Challenging for sure, but with patience, prayer   , 

dedication and input from all, we can create our vi-

sion and be a partner with our local mission field. 

“We are CALLED, in fellowship, TO LOVE AND SERVE 

God by reaching out and sharing the good news!” 

Yours in Christ, Norb 

Being A Resurrection People 

 

There was a show on the Learning Channel I 
loved to watch called Trading Spaces.  On this 
show friends or neighbors trade houses for the 
weekend.  With the help of an interior designer 
and carpenter they would make over a room in the 
house.  The final reveal was the best as they 
showed before and after pictures of the room.  
What I think drew me to the show was how much 
a room could be transformed with a couple of 
days work, a limited budget and some creativity.  
What was even more fun was the reaction of the 
people whoôs house it was when they finally got to 
see the room.  Except for the time a designer 
used hay to wallpaper the walls, the residents 
typically responded with joy and awe.  These 
rooms had a new mood, a new vitality breathed 
into them allowing the residents to see them in a 
new way.    

We have just entered Easter season, a time when 
we celebrate the resurrection.  If you think about 
it, we are a bit like the houses on Trading Spaces.  
We all have areas in our lives that could benefit 
from some sprucing up, a little time, attention, and 
creativity.  Just as the designers are able to see 
something they can work with in the rooms and 
furnishings they are faced with, the Resurrection 
announces that God hasnôt given up on the world.  
Like the residents, we respond in joy that God 
sees something worth redeeming, restoring, and 
renewing in the world, in you, and in me.  With 
love and a plan God clears the way for all things 
to be made new. 

A line from the Rule of St. Benedict is ñAlways we 
begin againò.  One of the vows in Benedictine life 
is a commitment to ongoing transformation and 
recognition that we never fully arrive at the      
destination, we are always on a journey.  When it 
comes to the resurrection and the renewing power 
of God we are living in a world with endless     
possibilities.  Certainly there are times of large 
transformation, healing, and renewal in our lives.  
However, I think if we look only for the big 
changes we may miss the more subtle, daily    
instances of resurrection in our lives, the daily  
opportunities we have to begin again, and to let 
God in again.  

(continued on page  6) 
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Save the Date 

May 25th, 2010 

For the  

Spring Tea 

Evangelism and What It Means 

In recent years Trinity has experienced a   sig-
nificant decrease in membership. If the church is to 
continue, it will be necessary draw new members. In 
December 2009 a group of vestry members formed a 
new committee in order to facilitate    evangelism and 
church growth.  

One way in which the committee has         de-
cided to increase evangelism is to publish a short arti-
cle in the Trumpet in order to increase awareness of 
evangelism among the congregation. 

The Anglican/Episcopal church has tradition-
ally been reluctant to engage in direct evangelism 
for a number of reasons. Among these are: 

1. The historical prominence of the church in 
the US and the British Commonwealth has 
created an erroneous assumption that the 
church will always have a strong presence 
in society, thus leading to continued 
membership -- despite social and           
economic changes. The Episcopal church 
has been and continues to be subjected 
to social and demographic changes. 

2. An erroneous belief that new members 
will come simply as a result of our worship 
traditions and ministry programs. 

3. An erroneous belief that new members 
will be attracted by our “silent witness.” 
Unless Christians discuss their                 
experiences as they walk their faith     
journey, other non-Christians will not 
know how God’s love works within us and 
for us. 

4. Evangelism is most often associated with 
televangelists and religious zealots who  
manipulate people’s emotions,               
particularly guilt, offering quick relief 
from life’s difficulties, e.g., psychological, 

physical, or financial problems. 

 

David Gortner, in a recently published 
book, Transforming Evangelism, defined evangel-
ism as the “spiritual practice of expressing grati-
tude for God’s goodness and grace” (Gortner, 
2008). 

In more practical terms, evangelism may 
be described as an “act of naming the presence 
of the Holy” in one’s faith journey and in the 
journeys of others. It is the day-to-day communi-
cation about how our faith works in our daily life 
that we witness to God’s presence in the world. 

We need not stand on a street corner with a 

bullhorn or go door to door to tell others about 

our faith. Simply following Christ and communi-

cating to your friends, family, and those you   

encounter everyday what that means for you is 

enough 
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VESTRY MEETING 

March 9, 2010 

The meeting was called to order at 6:40 p.m. by Rev Lori Johnson.  Prayers were offered  for cares and concerns.  Guests:   
Dave Krueger and Linda Niedecken. 

Seven Good Things:  Prospective new member, 25 people attending last  Wednesday’s Lenten Series, Doc Michels return 
to Michigan, great ski outing, fresh paint in the entryway, guitar classes and sunshine. 

New Business:   After much discussion regarding Easter advertising - Jim Dietrich made a motion, seconded by Jane Rous-
seau, to “follow-up with mailing postcards  to the community announcing Trinity’s Holy Week and Easter schedule”.   Mo-
tion passed with one no.  The postcards will be out by March 22nd.  A suggestion was made to find someone who is in the 
business of advertising to advise us on the best way to communicate  to the community as to “who we are”. 

The Lenten Series has been enlightening and educational.  Eighteen attended the first lecture and 25 attended the sec-
ond lecture. 

Mike Busch reviewed the report on strategies for evangelism and church growth.   Purpose, Evangelism and church 
growth at Trinity, increase opportunities for spiritual practice, draw parishioners closer together, increase building use, 
employ modern marketing techniques and discontinue some current practices.    The Evangelism Committee consists of 
Mike Busch, Ann James and Denny Pickard. 

An updated  Welcome  Pamphlet along with a gift for newcomers  will be available for handout.  Sharon Krueger will chair 
this committee.  New prayer and welcome cards to be placed in the pews are up for review.    Giving envelopes have been  
ordered for 2011 and will be generic with dates, but  without  Trinity’s name on them for a much more reasonable price. 

Contnuing Business:     Mary Dietrich reviewed the vision planning survey update.  A committee will be formed to put to-
gether a vision statement  for Trinity.  The summary of Analyzing the Systems of Trinity was reviewed.  This will be revis-
ited and some will be set in motion.  John Rowe volunteered to chair the Usher and Greeter Committee. 

A Convocation Educational Leadership meeting will be on April 15th at St. Pauls.   Trinity will host the December 11th meet-
ing.  Norb Birchmeier has volunteered to be an alternate to the Convocation.  A financial report on SU/SO will be for-
warded to the Convocation.  The annual Parochial  Report was approved. 

Treasurer’s report showed February offerings of  $$6,126.00.   YTD offerings are $14,503.00 with expenses at $21,656.00.   
Denny Pickard made a motion, seconded by Sharon Krueger to accept the Treasurer’s report. 

Minutes of February 9th were approved as written. 

The meeting was adjourned at 9:40p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Donna Henneke, Clerk 

Thank You  
  

You have no idea how much all of you have meant to me in the last month following 
the death of my husband, Jack. Your notes, cards, calls, help and presence have 
meant so much to me and our family.  Your help at St. Paul's with the reception    
following the memorial service was gratefully received by St. Paul's and so many of 
your voices joined in prayer and praise at the service itself were truly reflective of 
God's presence in all of our lives.  Thank you for being such witnesses of our Lord. 
 

Vause Carlsen 
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S C H E D U L E  A P R I L  2 0 1 0  ( r e v i s e d )  
 

 

Ministry April 2 April 4 April 11 April 18 April 24 

Altar Guild 

  

GOOD       

FRIDAY 

7:00pm 

Linda 
Niedecken 

(Chair)       
687-0076 

Ann James            
Fay Kenrick 

Anne Stone 

Same Same Same 

Acolyte 
N/A 

Claire Jess Tori Lockhart 
Austin   

Boulter 
Claire Jess 

Lector/

Chalice 

Larry Elder Shirley St. 

John 
Larry Elder Ed Henneke 

Shirley 

St. John 

Greeters 
Kathy      

Boulter 
Elaine Martin 

Lynnette Pep-

pler 

Kathy    

Boulter 
Elaine Martin 

Ushers 

                              

Cary Rouse 
Donna Jes-

sop 

Elaine Martin     
Jane Rous-

seau 

Don   Erick-
son     John 

Rowe 

Dennis and 
Nancy 

Pickard 

Kids Word N/A TBA TBA TBA TBA 

Coffee Hour 

N/A 
Ann James         

Eileen Nagy 

Larry & Pam 

Elder 

                             
Betsy Eller        

June Rowe 

Dennis & 
Nancy 

Pickard 

Eucharistic 

Visitor 

N/A 
Ed Hennke or  

Lori Johnson 

Vause Carl-
sen or  

Lori Johnson 

Ed Hennke 
or  

Lori Johnson 

Vause Carl-
sen or  

Lori Johnson 

Continued from page 3 

As a resurrection People, I think our task is to keep looking for ways to roll away the stone so we re-
discover Christôs resurrection and itôs meaning for us.  We keep rolling away the stone and we also 
discover where we are being called to begin again and discover our own daily opportunities for resur-
rection. 

Bishop Todd, in his Easter Message, put it this way:  every time we love again, trust again, and hope 
again we share in the power of the resurrection.  I would say that we also share in the power of the 
resurrection each time we help someone else to love again, trust again, and hope again.  What if dur-
ing this Easter Season we were called to engage in a cosmic version of Trading Spaces?  Which of 
our ñroomsò might God want to give a make-over?  Is there a friend who can help us?  Is there a friend 
whoôs room needs a helping hand?   

 

This Easter season may we be resurrection people who continue to see opportunities for renewal in 
our midst, responding to them with joy. 

 

Easter Blessings, Lori+ 
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God bless you on  

 your special day 

Birthdays  Anniversaries 

Think Spring 

Save your items from 

Spring cleaning for  

Garage Sale  

Coming this sum-

 

 

 

Day Date(s) Time  Event & Location  

Wed.   7:00pm Lectionary Bible Study   
Starting again April 21  

Thurs. 2nd and 4th Thurs. 
April 8, 22  

6:30 ð 8:00pm Hooks & Needles:   
Come Knit & Crochet, beginners welcome.  Participate in Chemo Cap 

Ministry  

Tues. April 13  6:30pm Vestry 

Thurs. April 15  7:00pm Euchre 

Beginners welcome 

Sat. April 17    Christian Formation Event  

Port Huron 

Tues. April 20    Convocation Leadership Event 

St. Paulõs, Flint 

Fri. -Sun. April 23-25 7:00pm on Fri. 

to 3:00pm Sun. 

Happening #6 

Learn all about it on the Diocese of Michigan website (edomi.org)  

       

       

       

 

 

Alex Lockhart  April 11 

Denny Pickard  April 14 

Donna Henneke  April 18 

Larry Elder   April 19 

Deanna Birchmeier April 21 

Sue McNally  April 21 

Charles Allison  April 23 

Peggy Ellis    April 26 

Alex Niedecken  April 28 

Andy Boulter  April 29 

 

 

 

 

Bev & Betty Jacobs                April 3 

Miles &   Sharla Dorhout      April 4 

Andy & Kathy Boulter      April 8 

Bob & Sue Porn                       April 21 
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STAFF 

The Rev. Lori Johnson 810-869-6564 

Rector revlori.trinity@gmail.com 

The Rev. Vause Carlsen 810-732-3619 

Deacon   vcarlsen@comcast.net 

Eileen Nagy  810-771-4129 

Pastoral Musician franklinnagy@comcast.net 

Jeannie Hitchcock 810-639-3643 

Bookkeeper/Sexton flashsmrs@aol.com 

Rosie Nicholas 810-659-9716 

Secretary  trinityec@usol.com 

Trinity Episcopal Church 
745 E. Main St. 
Flushing, MI  48433 

Sunday Service Time 10:00 a.m. 
T r i n i t y  E p i s c o p a l  C h u r c h  

745 E. Main St. 
Flushing, MI  48433 

Phone:  810-659-9716 

Fax:  810-659-6013 

Email:  trinityec@usol.com 

Website: 
www.trinitychurchflushing.org 

Ȱ#ÁÌÌÅÄ ÔÏ ,ÏÖÅ ÁÎÄ 3ÅÒÖÅȱ  

VESTRY 

Sr. Warden:  Norb Birchmeier 810-487-1693 
Email:  nbirchm1@hurleymc.com 

Jr. Warden: Jim Dietrich 810-241-3651 
Email:  jimdietrich52@gmail.com 

Ann James 810-230-1373 
Email:  annljames@comcast.net 

Michael Busch 810-287-7946 
Email: mwbusch@gmail.com 

Sharon Krueger 810-659-9552 
Email:  thepaintlady@comcast.net 

Ralph Niedecken 810-687-0076 
Email:  rlniedecken@aol.com 

Denny Pickard 810-733-5432 
Email:  dpickaec@aol.com 

Mary Dietrich  810-241-3652                                   Email: jam-
dietrich@yahoo.com 

Jane Rousseau  810-732-0597 

Clerk:  Donna Henneke 810-659-6309 
Email:  ehenn1@sbcglobal.net 

Treasurer:  John Rowe 810-735-8750 
Email:  rowe2604@charter.net 


