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On Saturday, August 22, Trinity held our 4th Bless-
ing of the Animals.  Despite weather that looked 
foreboding, 48 people and all their dogs and cats 
gathered under the tent on our lawn to give thanks 
for the creation and companionship of animals.  
Many people helped organize and set up for this 
event, from baking cookies and ordering the tent 
to handing out flyers and attending with your pets, 
so thank you to all who were involved!  Additional 
thank-you’s to Shirley St. John who was our main 
coordinator, to Ann James who handled publicity, 
to Tori Lockhart who created the flyer, to Frank 
Jessop, Jim Dietrich, and Norb Birchmeier who 
helped with set up and clean up, and to Vause 
Carlsen who helped with special visitors as well 
as with the service. 

We tried two new things this year.  We collected 
donations for the Humane Society as a way to 
share our blessings.  They were very appreciative 
of the kitty blankets, newspapers, treats, toys, and 
even several cash donations totaling $60.   

We also decided to try some different music.  A 
modern version of “All Creatures of Our God and 
King” was used.  However, to add a little fun, we 
also played upbeat popular songs that referenced 
animals such as “The Lion Sleeps Tonight”, 
“Hound Dog”, and “Rockin’ Robin”, as we gath-
ered before the service, and at the end of the ser-
vice as individual prayers were said over our pets. 

 

“We are CALLED , in fellowship,                          
TO LOVE AND SERVE                                           

God by reaching out and                                                    
sharing the good news!”    
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Recently, Trinity has been discerning our vision as 
a parish as well as ministries we may be called to 
as a result of our vision.  Such a process has the 
potential to seem like busy-work; but, those who 
study vital congregations (regardless of size), say 
it’s important to be clear about who we’re called to 
be, and ministries we’re called to do.  Because 
parishes grow and change as well as the commu-
nities we are in, our vision and ministries are not 
static.  From time to time it is recommended that 
parishes re-evaluate their vision and mission.  

 

Frederick Buechner defined vocation as, “the 
place where your deep gladness meets the needs 
of the world.”  We can’t begin with the world’s 
needs because they are too numerous.  So a per-
son looks within for talents, not just what we do 
well, but things we connect to, put our hearts into 
– then we try to match this with a need in the 
world.   

 

Discerning a parish vision and ministry is similar.  
We look at our collective talents - things we have 
a heart and passion for.  Then look for needs in 
our surrounding communities or in the world.  
Much like my cousin’s baseball team had a vision 
to win the Little League World Series and each 
player had a common passion for the vision as 
well as individual, diverse talents that worked to-
gether to help them achieve their vision; our var-
ied gifts can come together as we work toward a 
common parish vision.  

 

We may find we’re called to continue (and build 
on) existing ministries.  We may find we’re called 
to use our strengths to reach out in new ways.  
Whatever we discern, I believe Trinity’s ministries 
will have vitality.  Why?  Because we have asked 
God for guidance, and we have paused, prayer-
fully, to consider what strengths result when we 
combine all our gifts.  How can our ministry be 
anything but vital if we live into the place where 
our deep gladness as a parish meets the needs of 
the world? 

Peace, Lori+ 
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SENIOR WARDEN NOTES 

S e p t e m b e r  2 0 0 9  
 

In late September, a small group from Trinity will attend a con-
ference called Start Up! Start Over! (SUSO).  Funded with re-
sources from the Flint River Convocation this conference is to 
assist Trinity in our next step together in our journey as a Spiri-
tual Community.  As the conference literature states: “Start Up! 
Start Over! is for people who believe that church is at the trans-
formation of people’s lives and provides practical, goal oriented 
congregational development and growth training.”   

This is our next step in a process that began with bringing in an 
Interim Rector (Chuck Curtis) to lead us through the healing 
process from division and the loss of membership.  During that 
time we recognized changes were needed in order to move 
forward.  We addressed and continue to address musical con-
cerns.  As a congregation, we decided to invest in a full-time 
rector to lead and grow us spiritually.  We have received much 
financial support from both the Diocese and the Flint River 
Convocation allowing us the opportunity to make these 
changes.  After some time together with Reverend Lori, we 
recently completed gatherings to discuss and share our values 
and dreams.  We now take that information along with what is 
learned at SUSO to move forward through a very critical stage 
in our life at Trinity. 

Will we be ready?  Are we willing to work together to put in the 
time and effort needed to move Trinity to be a spiritual home 
for generations to come?  Or will are we willing to sit back and 
hope that “everything works out?” 

We ARE at a very critical stage in our lives together.  In order 
to truly be a “congregation for the generations to come”, growth 
in numbers and in finances is a must.  Unfortunately past ef-
forts of growth have not brought forth the results we had 
hoped.  Now is the time to make it happen.  The time has come 
to truthfully answer these and other questions? 

1. Who and what is Trinity Episcopal Church? 

2. Who and what is God calling us to be in 5, 10, 50 years? 

3. What is needed and what do we need to do to achieve the 
“who and what we want to be?” 

4. Who is God calling us to reach out to? 

Are we willing to sacrifice and work together to make this hap-
pen? 

 

With stewardship of time, talent, treasure and likely some 
tears, I believe it can happen!  What about you?     

 

We are CALLED , in fellowship, TO LOVE AND SERVE  God 
by reaching out and sharing the good news!”    

 

Yours in Christ, Norb 

Granddogs & 
Princesses 

The dogs     
wondered what   
happened to all 
the goodies 

Aren’t we 
sweet? 



 

4  

Trinity Trumpet September 2009       Page 4 

TRINITY'S CARE GIVER 

 
Ann Campbell James has earned the title, “care giver”, for 
the many years she has given to caring for others.  Ann has 
spent most of her life in Flushing.  She graduated from 
Flushing High School in 1963, then took classes at Mott CC, 
Wayne State and studied to be a department store buyer, a 
skill that comes in handy these days as she scout for bar-
gains on behalf of others.  Ann worked at Flint Record, and 
of Hi Fi and then at Consumers Power. 

Ann has a daughter, Laurie, and five grandchildren from her 
first marriage, and three stepchildren – Rebecca, Mike and 
Ken from her marriage to Ron James in 1991.  Ron died in 
2006 of a progressive disease which took a great deal of 
Ann's time and energy as his care giver.  Since then she has 
continued to be of help to neighbors and friends, often    
preparing and delivering meals and, of course, she has 
been a blessing to Helen. 

The Outreach Commission, which she currently serves as 
chair, is one of her ministries.  There are three areas under 
the commission.  Sharon Krueger oversees the Carriage 
House, known to the participants as “Victory House”   AA 
and NA hold approximately seventeen meeting a week, and  
the participants are planning to power wash and paint the 
Carriage House.  Another part of Outreach is the Chemo 
Cap and comfort blanket ministry which the deacon         
coordinates. 

Then there is the financial work of the commission which 
Ann coordinates.  Among other duties, she and Betsy Eller 
do Trinity's monthly shopping for paper goods and other 
items on behalf of St. Andrew's programs.  They often will 
go to three or four outlets looking for the best bargains for 
the $200 or so a month Trinity spends to help the poor 
served by St. Andrews.  Ann and Betsy also do a lot of the 
Christmas shopping for Flushing children who come to their 
attention through the school system as well as helping with 
the families recommended through the Salvation Army.  Do 
they like to shop for bargains?  Remember the trip they took 
to the “world's largest yard sale” which stretched from Ohio 
to Alabama.   

 

The Commission also has helped a family living in a small 
trailer with relatives. The mother had cancer and  had lost 
her job.  And they have helped a family from “Victory 
House”.  Currently they are looking at ways to help a family 
whose child has cancer.  Then there was the “blanket run” - 
blankets that went to the homeless at St. Andrew' and     
personal care items that go to the Flushing Outreach     
Center..  Trinity also helps Christ Enrichment Center with 
specific needs.  The Commission also provides a modest 
scholarship to a student at Mott Community College.  And, 
yes,  they do check on requests and have turned down 
some. 

If you know of some need, contact a member of the Out-
reach Commission:  Ann James, chair; Betsy Eller, Dorothy 
West, Carey Rouse, Sharon and Dave, Krueger,  Vause 
Carlsen and Lori Johnson 

THANKS  

I would like to thank everyone who donated to 
my NYLSC fund. I had such a wonderful time. 
Mostly we learned about being a leader and 
how to act like one. I spent four days in the   

exquisite MARRIOT hotel down in Ypsilanti MI. 
Again, with my sincere thanks to everyone who 

contributed to help me go.    
  Sincerely,    ���������		���������		���������		���������		 �

Dear Trinity Family, 

I attended the Tuesday night vestry meeting 
held on August 11, 2009.  After sitting and 
listening to how we have not grown and we 
need more participation from people in our 
parish, etc. I decided to put my two cents in.  
This is what I said, : ”If you want this church 
to grow and survive, you need everyone 
whether you’re young or old to come forth 
and help in anyway you can. (Not just the 
group of people that have been doing it over 
and over because no one wants to step up to 
the plate)”.  Of all the meetings we have been 
having trying to find out what our hopes  and 
dreams for Trinity are, it’s attended by the 
same few members that usually show up . 
(Which is not quite half of our members.)  We 
can’t just sit there and do nothing.  If we do, it 
is just a matter of time before there will be no 
more Trinity Episcopal Church.  Realize there 
are people who have been with this church a 
long time and over the years have taught 
Sunday school, been on the altar guild, been 
Vestry members, Senior and Junior Wardens, 
served on many committees and feel that 
they have done their part over the years. But 
to make this church survive and grow, it is 
going to take each and  everyone of us to 
make it happen. 

We have a beautiful church and church family 
and we want to keep it going. So-o-o-o  this is 
my prayer.  I pray that the Lord will guide us 
all to step up and do our part. 

Peace and Love, 

Linda Niedecken 
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Stewardship 

 As Stewardship chairperson  I will be 
honest with you as to how we are doing at   
Trinity related to all types of stewardship. A 
good definition of stewardship, states that   
stewardship “is about faithfully developing and 
using our gifts,    talents, and resources within 
the  time God has allotted us”. 

 I have attached an article I received at a 
Flint River Valley Convocation meeting at St. 
Dunstan’s in Davison. I believe that it is a good 
starting point for us as we begin our discus-
sions on stewardship. Where is it taking each 
one of us as we enjoy our time at Trinity? 
Where is the Lord leading us here at Trinity, as 
we work toward our mission of Loving and 
Serving the Lord? 

 At the bottom of the article are eight 
passages from different books of the Bible that 
talk about stewardship.  I hope you have some 
quiet time to read them and  give it some think 
time. 

 I have asked the Wednesday night     
Bible study group to take three Wednesdays in 
September to focus our study and discussion 
time on Stewardship. We are inviting all     
members of the congregation to join as we 
study stewardship, look at the Trinity’s financial                   
picture, and review a DVD presentation. We will 
also review the August 29 Stewardship     
Workshop some of us attended in Midland.  
Please mark your calendar for  Wednesdays 
September 9, 16 and 23 at 7PM as  we discuss 
Stewardship and Trinity   

Treasurer’s report is pending until the September meeting.  
Minutes of the June 16th meeting were approved as written.  
The July meeting was cancelled. 

   The meeting was adjourned at 9:40 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted,  ������������� , Clerk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  TRINITY EPISCOPAL CHURCH 

VESTRY MEETING 

August 11, 2009 

   The meeting was called to order at 6:40 p.m. with prayer by 
Rev Lori Johnson.   Absent:  John Rowe, guests were Nancy 
Pickard, Jack Carlsen, Linda Niedecken, Cary Rouse, Mary 
Dietrich and Dave Krueger. 

   Seven Good Things:  Church landscaping, picnic, visiting 
Helen, Thomas and Clair attending Camp Chick, all our youth 
at the picnic interacting with the adults,  July budget up-to-date, 
sharing at parish gatherings.  

   New Business:  Rev Lori addressed many concerns including 
changes, fear, disappointment  and uncertainties  amongst us.   
She encouraged us to focus on the present and build on our 
strengths.  Much concern dealt with the  lack of a monthly 
Trumpet  publication.  Sharon Krueger and Mary Dietrich will 
be co-editors with help from Jack Carlsen. 

   Personnel Committee consisting  of Rev Lori, Jim Dietrich, 
Ralph Niedecken and Denny Picard will conduct an evaluation 
of   church employees.   It was noted that Church Commissions 
should schedule periodic meetings to update procedures.    

   Our 2010 Tithe Commitment will be $852.46 per month total-
ing $10,229.53 per year. Norb Birchmeier made a motion,  
seconded by Jim Dietrich to approve this Tithe Commitment.  

   Registration for the General Convention  deadline is              
September 15th.   

   The Parish meetings provided good feedback with creative 
ideas.  Follow-up with Marty Fields will be September 14th  at 
6:30 p.m.  everyone is encouraged to attend.   

    Two wheelchairs have been donated for use in the Church.   

   Cost to repair the ceiling in the Ladies Restroom is           
approximately $750.00.   Outreach from the Carriage House 
will donate the funds to  complete this project.    Jim Dietrich 
will conduct a building inspection of the Church, Carriage 
House and Rectory.   

   Continuing Business:   Rev Lori, Ann James and Cary Rouse 
will attend Start Up-Start-Over in September.     Seventy-five  
updated member directories have been ordered.   

   Preparation is underway for a Recovery Service in            
S e p t e m b e r .   O u r  n e w  w e b s i t e  i s                                        
www.trinitychurchflushing.org   and is current.  

   Convocation met at St Dunstan’s and reviewed the           
General Convention in Anaheim.   There will be a Stewardship 
meeting in Midland August 29th.    Fee is $10.00 due by       
August 21st.   
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B i r t h d a y s  &  A n n i v e r s a r i e s  

Month Birthdays:  

Whitney Boulter   Sept.  12 

Lynette Peppler   Sept. 27 

John West    Sept. 30
  
  
   

 

 

Month Anniversaries:  

Vause & Jack Carlsen  Sept.  2 

Mike & Nancy Kelly  Sept.  3 

Ralph & Linda Niedecken           Sept. 16
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Mark Your Calendar                                                   

Letter From The Editors 

   Hi, this note comes to you from your editor, Mary 
Dietrich and her assistant, Sharon Krueger.                    
We are sending your Trinity Trumpet to you as a pdf 
(portable document format) and hopefully you are able 
to open and read, save and print the    document. If 
you need help with any of these steps, give Sharon a 
call at 810-659-9552.                                                       
We are sending the newsletter in this form to              
everyone with an email address.  We are sending thru 
USPS to everyone else.  If you really do not want to 
receive the newsletter by email please     contact Mary, 
241-3652,  or Sharon.                                                
The advantages to an email newsletter:  all the            
pictures are in “living color”, you will never                  
misplace the newsletter, it is right there on your  com-
puter, you have just saved Trinity the cost of a stamp 
and printing each month, that adds up                                
The disadvantages: you would just rather have it come 
in the mail or your computer takes too long to 
download                                                                                         
Now, the printing….if newsletter is 10 pages long, you 
may print it on 10 pages or, you can print it on 5 pages, 
both sides.  The instructions below work for most home 
printers. 

Day Date(s) Time Event &  Lo-
cation 

Thursday Sept. 3 8:00a.m. Men’s Break-
fast   Liberty 

Rest. 

Wednesday Sept  9,16,23 7:00 p.m. Stewardship-
meetings 

Wednesday Sept.  30 7:00 p.m. Biblestudiy 

Thursday Sept. 10 & 74 6:30– 8 p.m. Hooks &     
Needles 

Monday Se3pt. 14 6:30 p.m. Parish       
Visioning   
Follow-up 

   go to “file”, upper left corner of your screen and 
click on “Print ”. 

1. A print box will appear.  Under “print range ” you 
will see a box with 1-10, below that a box with “all 
pages in range”.   

2. Click on “odd pages only”,  then click OK,                     
bottom right.                                                                                
After the odd pages have printed, prepare to   
reinsert them in the printer.  Page #9 is on the 
top, face up, #7 under that, then #5 and so on.  
Put the pages back into  the printer, face up, #9 
on top, (most printers print the last page 1st.) and 
print even pages only . 

3. Check your print screen carefully, you may  

4. have an option to print both sides in one printing 
and not have to reinsert the pages.. 

This is a learning experience for your editors and 
probably for some of the recipients of the                 
newsletter.  We accept all “helpful hints”.  If we do not 
hear from you, we will assume you want your news-
letter by email. 

Thanks, Mary and Sharon 

6 
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Trinity Financial Report  
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STAFF 

The Rev. Lori Johnson 810-869-6564 
Rector revlori.trinity@gmail.com 

The Rev. Vause Carlsen 810-732-3619 
Deacon   vcarlsen@comcast.net 

Eileen Nagy  810-771-4129 
Pastoral Musician franklinnagy@comcast.net 

Jeannie Hitchcock 810-639-3643 
Bookkeeper/Sexton flashsmrs@aol.com 

Rosie Nicholas 810-659-9716 
Secretary  trinityec@usol.com 
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T r i n i t y  E p i s c o p a l  C h u r c h  

745 E. Main St.�
Flushing, MI  48433 

Phone:  810-659-9716 

Fax:  810-659-6013 

Email:  trinityec@usol.com 

Website: 
www.trinitychurchflushing.org 

“Called to Love and Serve”   

VESTRY 

Sr. Warden:  Norb Birchmeier 810-659-9552 
Email:  nbirchm1@hurleymc.com 

Jr. Warden: Jim Dietrich 810-241-3651 
Email:  jimdietrich52@gmail.com 

Treasurer:  John Rowe 810-735-8750 
Email:  rowe2604@charter.net 

Clerk:  Donna Henneke 810-659-6309 
Email:  ehenn1@sbcglobal.net 

Ann James 810-230-1373 
Email:  annljames@comcast.net 

Michael Busch 810-762-3483 
Email: mwbusch@gmail.com 

Sharon Krueger 810-659-9552 
Email:  thepaintlady@comcast.net 

Ralph Niedecken 810-687-0076 
Email:  rlniedecken@aol.com 

Denny Pickard 810-733-5432 
Email:  dpickaec@aol.com 


