
 

   

 

THE TRINITY TRUMPET 
November  2009  

Trinity Episcopal Church       745 E Main St,           Flushing, Michigan  48433                                  

Phone: 810 -659-9716             Fax:  810-659-6013     Email: trinityec@usol.com                                                                   

Sunday Service   10 AM  

www.trinitychurchflushing.org  

Trinity Youth Food Collection  

They will be collecting until  

 Nov 22nd . Please put in lounge  

Suggested items include laundry soap, 

diapers, canned/boxed food, shampoo, 

and toilet paper.  To be delivered to the 

Flushing Christian Outreach Center.  

 

A Different Approach to Gift -Giving  

As I write this, trees full of golden leaves down 
Main Street make it look like the Yellow-Brick 
Road, weôve had frost, and Thanksgiving and   
Advent are a month away.  Itôs the time of year 
many people begin shopping for Christmas.  If 
your family is like mine, you may hear from      
relatives they donôt need any more ñstuffò and itôs 
hard not to be influenced by changes weôve seen 
in the economy.  We may even hear about poten-
tial impact on the economy if we refrain from 
shopping.  The result is we may feel torn about 
what to do this holiday season.   

Thereôs no denying our culture likes to give gifts.  
Weôve been taught gifts mark special occasions 
(birthdays, anniversaries, weddings, or holidays), 
that we give gifts to show we care or to say thank-
you.  To NOT give a gift at a time so traditionally 
linked to gift-giving as Christmas, then, could feel 
Continued on page 3      

Join us for a Prayer Service  
In Thanksgiving of Recovery 

November 28, 2009 

5:30pm ï 5:45pm:  Gather and socialize 

5:45pm ï 6:30pm:  Prayer Service  

6:30pm:  Refreshments  
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N o v e m b e r  2 0 0 9  

S e n i o r  W a r d e n  N o t e s  
 

In the September issue of the Trumpet, I spoke of initiatives 
taken to grow Trinity spiritually and in numbers following our 
split in 2003.  I also noted the information we receive from the 
Start Up! Start Over! (SUSO) conference would be a next step 
in moving forward and I asked; ñWill we be willing to work    
together to put in the time and effort needed for Trinity to be a 
spiritual home for generations to come?  Or will we will sit back 
and hope that ñeverything just works out?ò  Now is the time for 
us to roll up our sleeves and work together until we have done 
all we can to determine who we are, who and what is God  
calling us to be as a faith community to the immediate and 
surrounding areas and how will we get to where God is calling 
us to be. 

We have the information, weôve studied the local               
demographics, weôve  studied and shared how others are do-
ing things and gathered enough conference materials from 
numerous sources to make our heads spin. 

Iôve spent the last couple of evenings reviewing some of this   
information and in particular the materials and suggestions 
shared at SUSO.  As I write this, there are so many things  
going through my head and I realize there is much to do and it 
is making me a little restless and impatient.  Some things we 
have already put in place, others are practical common sense 
stuff that makes you say, ñWe can do that!ò  Other information/
suggestions will require a little more thought and planning.     

One thing I know for sure is you all have something to share.  
You all have talents and skills that can be used to accomplish 
all that needs to be done.  The more we ñempowerò those    
talents, offer stewardship of our time and talents, the quicker 
we can accomplish our needs and the better the finished    
product will be.   

Besides the routine business items and the continual need to 
review our values, mission and goals as a faith community, 
some other things to be done are: 

Small groups, ministry groups and committee information 
must be gathered and formalized (what is it that these 
groups do?), leadership and membership determined, 
and put on paper for distribution.  This will allow    
current membership and guests/newcomers 
(newcomers should be thought of as ñour guestsò, not 
visitors) a resource to see where they may fit in and 
get involved.    

Determine if there is a need for more small groups/
offerings? 

Welcome/follow-up materials and methods for our ñguestsò 
and membership must be created and displayed in an 
accessible, organized and informative way.  Allowing 
all to know they are accepted (through follow-up,  
invitation and inclusion), offered friendship (through 
small groups and fellowship), offered a value and 
understand the benefits of being a member of Trinity 
(by discovering and use of their gifts (spiritual and 
non-spiritual) and through our services) and know 
what is expected of them (by establishing standards 
for all).   (Italicized portions taken from SUSO       
materials and The Purpose Driven Church, by Rick 
Warren)   

Our website must be finished, continuously updated and 
expanded to be an informative tool for all.  (90% of all 
guests come to the website first.)   

Many of our standard practices, job descriptions, by-laws, 
policies and other Trinity documents are outdated and 
must be reviewed, updated, formalized and put on 
paper.  Processes must be put in place to make sure 
these are periodically reviewed and updated. 

Continuously, we must discuss, suggest and share what 
other needs there are.  Observe how others do things 
and how we can incorporate their ñgood ideasò into 
our lives at Trinity. 

On an ongoing basis we must examine the ñworkingsò of 
Trinity from the eye of a first time guest and ask your-
self; would I feel welcomed?  Would I understand and 
enjoy the service?  Did Trinity meet my expectations?  
Would I come back?  Always looking to see what we 
can do better or do differently.  

Something we all can do immediately - WEAR  YOUR 
NAMETAGS!  What better way is there for a         
newcomer to know and remember your name? 

Never forget the power of prayer.   

This is a short list of the things that need to happen.  We are a 

small congregation and do not have the resources of larger 

congregations to do these things, thus we need all the input 

and help we can get.  Can you help or contribute in some   

manner?  To assure things are not falling by the wayside and 

we are making progress, the vestry has agreed to review our   

progress at our monthly meetings, but they cannot do it alone.       

In closing, I would like to extend our thanks to Ann James, 
Cary Rouse and Reverend Lori for taking the time and effort to 
attend the SUSO conference and share the information      
gathered.  Now it is up to all of us to take all the things we have 
learned and move forward and get on with the work the Lord is 
asking us to do.                  

For those of you who have internet access I encourage you to 
review some of the presentations from Start Up! Start Over! by 
going to www.episcopalchurch.org/startup.htm?menupage=51119 .  

Of particular interest is the last document ñWelcoming and  
Incorporatingò.  Also, Rev. Lori and Cary shared some of their 
thoughts and points of interest in the mid-October Trumpet.        

We are CALLED, in fellowship, TO LOVE AND SERVE God 

by reaching out and sharing the good news!ò    

http://www.episcopalchurch.org/startup.htm?menupage=51119
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(Different  continued from page 1)     

uncaring or foreign to us.  Each person or family 
will have to decide how to navigate personal     
finances, stewardship of our resources, the   
economy, the wish-lists of family and friends, and 
our own desire to be giving as Christmas and 
other gift-giving occasions present themselves.                  

In the midst of all this, perhaps this is a year to 
approach gift-giving with fresh eyes.   

If we recall gifts that have meant the most to us, 
Iôll bet many had to do with time spent together or 
a special talent used, or a particular care and   
insight, rather than the expense involved.  Was it 
a poem or song that was written, a drawing or 
other art or craft created, a special recipe made 
and shared, a photograph that celebrated a      
relationship?  I believe gifts that on the surface 
seem simple or inexpensive are cherished        
because the giver has included a piece of them-
selves, and the receiver can tell it came from the 
heart.  I think this is something to try to remember 
as we become bombarded with messages to shop 
til we drop.  

If one is not feeling creative, there is another type 
of gift to consider that can come from our hearts:  
a gift that makes a difference.  Donate to your 
loved oneôs favorite charity or an organization 
connected to an interest they have.  Are they  
concerned about poverty? Perhaps Episcopal  
Relief and Development, Heifer International, or 
Habitat for Humanity would fit.  Do they have an 
interest health or a certain disease? Perhaps the 
American Heart Association, American Cancer 
Society, or American Diabetes Association are for 
them.  Do they have a heart for animals? Perhaps 
the Humane Society is  something  theyôd           
appreciate.  Are they musical or creative? Maybe 
a gift that helps bring arts to children would warm 
their heart.  Are they a teacher?  Sponsor a child 
in their name.  These are just a few ideas off the 
top of my head.  Iôm sure you can think of others.  
Many organizations will send a notification that a 
gift was given in the personôs name.  Donations 
donôt have to be huge, and you might consider 
combining your donation with that of other family 
members.  

The point Iôm trying to make is gift-giving doesnôt 
have to be driven by cultural messages and      

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Episcopal Relief & Development  
http://www.er-d.org/GiftsForLife 
1-800-334-7626, ext. 5129.  
  
Heifer International  
http://www.heifer.org/ 
Heifer Project International  
1 World Avenue, Little Rock, AR 72202 
(800) 422-0474 
 
American Heart Association  
http://www.americanheart.org 
https://donate.americanheart.org 
(1-800-242-8721). 
 
American Cancer Society  
http://www.cancer.org/ 
1-800-ACS-2345 
 
American Diabetes Association  
http://www.diabetes.org/ 
1-800-342-2383 

perceived obligation.  Our gift-giving doesnôt have 
to be elaborate, expensive, or drive us into        
exhaustion and debt to be powerful and         
meaningful.  In fact a gift may be highly valued 
even though not directly given to the person     
receiving it because of its impact on someone 
elseôs life.  This year letôs reclaim giving from 
something  experienced  as  stressful  and           
burdensome.  Letôs see giving once again as 
something that fills us with joy.   

Peace, Lori+ 

Episcopal Relief and Development 

PO Box 7058, Merrifield, VA 22116-7058 

http://www.er-d.org/GiftsForLife
http://www.heifer.org/
http://www.americanheart.org/
https://donate.americanheart.org/
http://www.cancer.org/
http://www.diabetes.org/
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Sharing the Bread  

We would like to donate  

Individually wrapped baked 
items this month to  

North End Soup Kitchen  

Battered Womenõs Center 

My Brothers Keeper  

Please bring them to the 
church on Sunday  

November 15th  

Please make them tasty and   
nutritious.  Thank you  

Around One Table:  

Report Explores Episcopal    

 Identity & Mission  

A groundbreaking report that describes how 
Episcopalians look at their church was        
released on October 8 with plans for future 
use. Finding that more unites than divides 
The Episcopal Church, the comprehensive 
report, called Around One Table, highlights 
the many attributes and feelings that are  
common to Episcopalians. Especially          
important at a time when some are discussing     
division within the Church, Around One Table 
illustrates the many commonalities among 
members of The Episcopal Church. Around 
One Table is designed to engage people in 
constructive conversations about the identity 
and mission of the Episcopal Church and how 
that relates to their lives and ministries, the 
report states. 

Cited among the top findings:  ñEpiscopalians 
passionately want their church to hold Christ 
as central and believe their church attempts to 
do so. Episcopalians see the Church both  
actually and ideally as a people of the book 
whose faith is united by and expressed in 
their Book of Common Prayer. Episcopalians 
view their Church as both aspiring to hold and 
successfully expressing a sacramental       
understanding of the Christian life and        
relationship with God.ò 

ñUnderstanding who we are is essential to 
knowing what our task is," said Presiding 
Bishop Katharine Jefferts Schori. ñSometimes 
we sum up that quest for understanding as 
knowing ówho we are, whose we are, and 
where weôre going.ô Around One Table offers 
Episcopalians an objective tool to use in     
discovering how the broader community of 
Episcopalians is answering those questions.ò  
To download a copy of the report and see 
video comments visit: 

www.episcopalchurch.org/aroundonetable 

Happening #5  

Happening is happening at St. Johnôs       
Midland November 13-15.  Last year Rev. 
Lori served as a spiritual advisor and Claire 
Jess attended.  This year Claire Jess will 
work the weekend!  Happening is for        
students in 9th-12th grades.  It is a retreat 
weekend "for youth" "by youth" that allows 
young people to explore their relationships 
with God, each other and the world while 
also having fun!  The cost is $45 with     
scholarships available.  Applications and 
more information can be found at the below 
websites or by  contacting Eric Travis at 313-
833-4418 

http://
edomiyaya.files.wordpress.com/2009/09/

 

http://www.episcopalchurch.org/aroundonetable
http://edomiyaya.files.wordpress.com/2009/09/happening-5-forms1.pdf
http://edomiyaya.files.wordpress.com/2009/09/happening-5-forms1.pdf
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A Prayer for Holy Habits  
Lord, give us the habit of prayer, study, fel-
lowship and giving. Help us to grow in love 
and grace. May we offer ourselves and our 
lives as a living sacrifice to you. Amen. 
 
By Helen Forshaw 
Trinity Episcopal Church, Easton, PA 
From Faces of Faith a Stewardôs Book of Prayers 
 
http://www.tens.org/docs/teaching-resources/
Faces_of_Faith.pdf 

Letôs Play  

Euchre  

Thursday  

November 19th  

in the Salay Room  

7 PM 

You donôt know how to play?  No  

problem  we  will teach you!  

 

Bring your friends and a ñsnackò to 

pass, drinks will be furnished.  

Pray + Learn + Serve + Grow  

Now is the time to start praying about what 
we can all do for 2010 with our time talent 
and treasure to help Trinity Church to      
continue to do its good in the local          
community and in the greater church      

community.  

As you pray and plan I encourage you to    
review our Purpose, Mission and the many   
activities and ministries that we have going 

here at Trinity Flushing.  

Also pray about how we can make what we 
have better and what else we can do to   
benefit others in others in our Community 
during the most challenging time many have 
ever seen. What can each of us do to spread 

the óGood Newsô. 

There will be more to follow either via email 

updates or direct mail to your homes.  

Please also remember                                 

Pray + Learn + Serve + Grow.  

Denny Pickard  

Stewardship Chairperson  

A Stewardship Prayer  

Gracious God, abundant are the blessings you have freely and 
joyously given us. Grateful for the opportunities you provide for 
living generous and compassionate lives of love, prayer, and    
service, Help us now and always to offer freely and joyously to 
you, O God, our gifts of time, talent, and treasure. This we pray 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

The Rev. Bill Hibbert 

http://www.tens.org/docs/teaching-resources/Faces_of_Faith.pdf
http://www.tens.org/docs/teaching-resources/Faces_of_Faith.pdf

